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STANDING COMMITTEE ON PROCEDURE AND PRIVILEGES 
Report on Minor Adjustments to the Standing Orders 

MS GUISE (Wanneroo) [10.09 am]: I present the report of the Standing Committee on Procedure and Privileges 
on minor adjustments to the standing orders.  I seek leave to table the report. 

Leave granted.  [See paper No 1433.] 

Ms GUISE:  I am pleased to report to members that the committee, as part of its active program, has completed a 
review of minor changes to the standing orders, several of which were either suggested by members or noted by 
the Clerks as necessary to tidy up small drafting inconsistencies.  Some of those inconsistencies occurred during 
the major rewrite and modernisation of the standing orders more than two years ago.  Some of the more 
important changes recommended to the Assembly are as follows -  

Standing Order No 82: correction of factual information provided as answers to questions with or 
without notice.  The current text of Standing Order No 82 relates to the time when questions without 
notice can be asked.  It also includes text relating to the correction of factual information provided as 
answers to questions both on notice and without notice.  The committee recommends that text relating 
to correction of factual information included in an answer be extracted from existing Standing Order 
No 82 and included as a new Standing Order No 82A. 

Standing Order No 100: matters not open to debate or amendment.  Currently Standing Order No 100 
lists the presentation of reports of the Procedure and Privileges Committee as one of the matters that 
cannot be debated.  This clearly conflicts with Standing Order No 282(4), which states that Standing 
Order No 278 will apply when a Procedure and Privileges Committee report is presented to the 
Assembly.  Standing Order No 279 then permits the Procedure and Privileges Committee members to 
speak to a report when presented under Standing Order No 278. The small change recommended by the 
committee will remove this conflict. 

Standing Order No 101: presentation of standing and select committee reports.  The committee 
recommends that the time limit for the presentation of standing and select committee reports be clarified 
by amending the title contained in Standing Order No 101 to read “Presentation of Standing or Select 
Committee Reports (S.O. 279)”. 

Standing Order No 101: third reading times for principal appropriation Bill and other Bills.  For 
consistency and to avoid confusion for members, the committee recommends that Standing Order 
No 101 be clarified by inserting the words “Mover and” before the third reading times in that standing 
order.  This change will not alter the operation of the standing order. 

Standing Order No 104: member adjourning the debate entitled to be heard first. There has been some 
suggestion by members that the current wording of Standing Order No 104 could be used to preclude a 
member who has adjourned a debate or sought leave to continue his or her remarks from speaking again 
during any other stage of the debate; that is, second reading stage, consideration in detail stage or third 
reading stage.  The committee recommends that Standing Order No 104 be amended to ensure that the 
only stage at which a member can be prevented from speaking again, if he or she does not speak 
immediately upon the resumption of debate, is the actual stage when the member adjourned the debate 
or was granted leave to continue his or her remarks.   

Standing Order No 132(a): no amendment will be proposed to words already agreed to.  Some members 
have claimed that the words “or is proposed to be amended” in paragraph (a) of Standing Order No 132 
are ambiguous because they could be interpreted to refer to proposed amendments appearing on the 
Notice Paper.  While the wording in the standing order refers to amendments that have been moved on 
the floor of the Assembly and not to amendments appearing on the Notice Paper, the committee agrees 
that the wording in the standing order should be modified to remove any ambiguity in its meaning.   

Standing Order No 145(3): order of business for matters of public interest.  In recent times there has 
been some confusion about the order in which matters of public interest can be taken on a Tuesday; that 
is, either immediately after question time, or after the giving of notices of motion.  The committee 
accordingly recommends that Standing Order No 145 be modified to ensure that the order of business 
as set out in Standing Order No 58 for MPIs on a Tuesday prevails.  The order of business on a Tuesday 
will be: prayers; brief ministerial statements; questions without notice; petitions; papers; giving notices 
of motion; matters of public interest; etc.   

Standing Order No 157: quoting from official documents.  The committee considered the issue of 
quoting from official documents and agreed that as you, Mr Speaker, had already made a statement 
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about this matter, no further action would be taken at this stage.  However, the committee is prepared to 
further consider the matter if directed to do so by the Assembly.   

Standing Orders Nos 171 and 173: referral of a Bill to a committee and restriction.  There is some 
conflict between Standing Order No 171 and Standing Order No 173 as to when a motion to refer a Bill 
to a committee can be moved.  The committee has recommended that the two standing orders be 
combined into one standing order and that the wording be clarified to remove the conflict.  The practice 
of allowing a motion to be moved at any time after the second reading of a Bill and prior to a motion 
being moved for the third reading of a Bill is retained.   

Standing Order No 196(2): reprinting of Bills amended by the Assembly.  Currently Standing Order 
No196 could be interpreted to require the Clerk to reprint Council Bills amended by the Assembly.  
However, the practice of the Assembly follows the procedure outlined in Standing Order No 212, which 
requires an Assembly amendment to a Council Bill to be annexed as a schedule to the Council Bill 
when it is returned to that House.  The committee recommends that Standing Order No 196 be amended 
to ensure that it conforms to Standing Order No 212 and reflects the actual practice of the Assembly.   

Standing Order No 237: messages from the Council.  Various standing orders outline the procedure to 
be followed when Council messages forward Council Bills for concurrence or contain Council 
amendments to an Assembly Bill.  However, the standing orders do not provide a procedure for 
considering Council messages that contain Council resolutions.  The committee recommends that 
Standing Order No 237 be amended by adding a procedure for considering Council resolutions received 
by message.   

Standing Orders Nos 296 to 303: Joint Standing Committee on Delegated and Uniform Legislation.  
The Parliament made a decision at the commencement of this session to retain the Joint Standing 
Committee on Delegated Legislation.  The committee accordingly now recommends changes to the 
standing orders to reflect that decision.   

I refer to the government response to recommendations.  The committee has, in accordance with Standing Order 
No 277, directed the Leader of the House to report within not more than three months, or at the earliest 
opportunity after that time if the Legislative Assembly is adjourned or in recess, as to what action, if any, is 
proposed to be taken by the Government on the recommendations of the committee.   
 


